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Autism Facts

* 1 in 36 children are diagnosed with autism.
* In the US, 4 in 100 boys and 1 in 100 girls have autism.

* Boys are nearly 4 times more likely to be diagnosed with autism
than girls.

* Children can be diagnosed by the age of 2.
* The average age of diagnosis is 4.9 years old.

* Early intervention is critical.
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Signs of Autism

* Presents differently in different people.
* The one ever-present symptom is communication disorder.
* Boys and girls often present differently.
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How do I get a diagnosis?*

* Ask your pediatrician for a referral.
* Check your insurance company’s provider list.

* Low-Cost Providers
* JC Lewis Primary Health
» Gateway Behavioral Health ~ (866) 557-9955

* Gateway Community Service Board - Jasmine Clinic for Child and Adolescents
7395 Hodgson Memorial Dr. Savannah, GA 31406

* Intake visit is a first come/first serve; once you're established as a patient, you can
make appointments
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Therapies

* Speech, Occupational, Physical and Applied Behavior Analysis
(ABA).

* Babies Can’t Wait

* 0 to 36 months eligible

* Fees are based on a sliding scale

* Provide speech, occupational and physical therapy

 They will come to your home

» Will help you transition to Early Childhood Special Education.
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Applied Behavior Analysis ( A(];

* ABA is a data-driven, evidence-based approach that aims to
increase functional, socially significant skills and reduce
behaviors interfering with an individual’s quality of life.

* Data is taken on behavior to assess the function of the behavior,
then changes are made to the environment.

* There are a lot of misconceptions about ABA.
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Katie Beckett Waiver

» Eligibility
* Is 18 years old or younger, AND
* Meets federal criteria for disability, AND
* Is financially ineligible for SSI benefits, AND

* Requires a level of care provided in a hospital, skilled-nursing facility
or intermediate-care facility (including an intermediate care facility for
people with intellectual disabilities); AND

» Can appropriately be cared for at home, AND

* Has an estimated cost of care outside of the institution that will not
exceed the estimated cost of treating him/her within the instituti
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How to Apply for Katie Beckett

* Apply for Social Security ~ Your denial letter will be part of
%Iour application. Call ( OO% 772-1213 to apply for SSI via phone.
f you are approved for SSI, you can bypass Katie Beckett and
enter the Georgia Medicaid system.

* Request an application ~ Download here. Or call the Katie
Beckett Office ~ 678-248-7449

* Gather your child’s medical records.

* Level of Care Statement
* You need 5 therapies a week to be eligible.

* Don’t have 5 therapies? Ask your pediatrician to write a prescription for 5
therapies.

ol based therapies DO count toward your 5 therapy sessions
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How to Apply for Katie Beckett, con’t

o Cost-Effectiveness form

* Must state a good prognosis.
* Total monthly costs must be less than $2400 a month.

* Use the Medicaid rates for therapy. These amounts can be determined
by calling your provider(s) and asking directly. Ask for a Medicaid
Cost Letter or a mock-up prior authorization sheet.
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HIPP (Health Insurance Prenfilib
Payment)

* Help Medicaid members maintain their group-sponsored or
K/}'ivate insurance which often cover services not paid for by
edicaid.
» Eligibility
* There must be a least one Medicaid member in the household who is
eligible for health insurance coverage.

* Medicaid member must be covered under a group health insurance
policy. This includes COBRA plans.

* Premium costs must be cost-effective for participation in the HIPP
Program. Cost-effectiveness means that the costs to the Georgia
Medicaid Program are expected to be less than the Medicaid tot

f care.
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Help! This seems impossible!

e Debbie Dobbs ~ Educational Advocate and Katie Beckett
Assistance

e Parent to Parent Debbie Dobbs Webinar
» Katie Beckett Facebook Group

* Cam and Maddie’s Promise
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Family Support Services

» Eligible for $3,000 per year for your child’s extra-curricular
activities or adaptations necessary for independent living.

» Pegasus Riding Academy, ESP Savannah, Special Kicks, Chatham
Adaptive Swim, Faith Equestrian, etc...

» Eligible for up to $4,900 per year in respite care.
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Family Support Providers

* Gateway Community Service Board ~ Verlena Hawkins 912-
508-9748 or VHawkins@gatewaycsb.org

» Easter Seals

* Pineland Behavioral Health and Developmental Disabilities,
(912) 764-5125 or info@pinelandbhdd.org
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Activities for Special Needs

» ESP Savannah

* Special Kicks

« AMBUCS

* Faith Equestrian, Pegasus Riding, Blue Sky Acres

* Chatham County Therapeutic Recreation

» City of Savannah Therapeutic Recreation

» Effingham Navigators Team

« Savannah Tiger Sharks
bilities Unlimited
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Special Education and IEPs

e Individualized Education Plan
* What should be in an IEP?

 Should describe what your child is learning and what teachers and
service providers will do to help your child learn more effectively.

* Your child’s current level of performance.
* A statement of measurable annual goals for your child.
« How your child will participate in state and local assessments.

* The accommodations and supports that your child needs for
Instruction.
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Special Education and IEP’s

* What should be in your child’s IEP, continued
* How your child will participate in general and special education.

* The related services to be provided and the consideration of extended
school year.

* For students entering high school or reaching age 16, a transition plan
will include transition services to postsecondary activities.

* An IEP is a legal document. School systems MUST abide by it.
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Special Education and IEPs

e How Do I Get an IEP?

* Preschool Intervention Program referral
* My child did not receive PSI services. What do I do?

* Register your child at your zoned school.

* As soon as your child is registered, email the principal and request an initial
evaluation.

 Explain why you would like an evaluation. If you are concerned about his/her

placement either in a General Education or Inclusion Classroom, request a meeting
ASAP.
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[ need IEP help!!

* Georgia Parent Mentor Partnerships
* Special Education Advocates

* MRCA Special Education Advocate

* SCCPSS recently removed the Parent Mentor. As of a few weeks
ago, they have not off boarded her.

* Email denise.watts@sccpss.com to let her know how valuable this

program is.
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Georgia Special Needs Scholarship

* SB10 Georgia Special Needs Scholarship
» Eligibility
* The student's parent currently resides within Georgia and has been a Georgia
resident for at least one calendar year however, that the one-year requirement

shall not apply if the student's parent is an active-duty military service member
stationed in Georgia within the previous year.

* The student has an IEP or a 504 Plan.
 The student spent the prior school year in attendance* at a Georgia public school.
* SB10 Providers in Savannah

* Advance Academy at the Matthew Reardon Center for Autism, Ro
Learning Center, etc...
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* NOW/COMP Waiver

* Region 5 Intake Coordinator: Felicia Nelson
 Cell: (912) 710-0177
* Felicia.Nelsonl@dbhdd.ga.gov

* Post Secondary Educational Opportunities for IDD
» Eagle Academy at Georgia Southern University
* Destination Dawgs at the University of Georgia

* Georgia Vocational Rehabilitation Agency
* Roosevelt Warm Springs
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* Employability
* Supported Employment Program
* Pre Employment Training

* Life, Inc. (Living Independence for Everyone)

« REV UP the Vote Georgia
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Social Skills

* Dragonfly Social

* Diversability
* Joy Prom

 Extra Special People Savannah

* Adolescent Social Skills Group with Heather Bird, BCBA ~ 240-
328-8026
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* Georgia Department of Behavioral Health and Developmental
Disabilities

* Parent to Parent of Georgia

* Georgia State University for Center Leadership in Disability

» Savannah Autism Conference

* Learn About Community Resources Savannah Autism
Conference presentation

* Profound Autism Alliance

» City of Savannah Recreation Services - Therapeutic Recr
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Questions/Thank You!!

The Matthew Reardon Center for Autism
11500 Middleground Road
Savannah, Georgia 31419
912-355-9098

Matthewreardon.org




